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Playground to Podium – Finding and supporting our Paralympic stars of the future
Dear School,

Playground to Podium, a National Talent Identification Programme for disability sport has just been launched in every county across England. The programme aims to provide ALL disabled children within the education system with the opportunity to participate in sport and reach their maximum potential. The Young Disabled People that participate in the programme will be given access to top level coaches in order to be assessed for talent within 6 Key Paralympic Sports; athletics, swimming, table tennis, wheelchair basketball, football and boccia. Naturally, not all children will progress to the elite level and represent Great Britain at the Paralympic Games, however all children will be given information on how to get involved in sport at the level of their choice.

Please help us to help the disabled children in your school access what is a unique opportunity to involve them in a structured and potentially life changing Disability Sport Pathway.

In order for us to give this opportunity to all the Young Disabled People in your school could you please answer the attached questionnaire and return it to your Partnership Development Manager. Even if not every child wants to be part of the programme, this information will provide your local School Sport Partnership with rich data to allow them to develop more appropriate sporting choices for disabled children in your school.
The attached questionnaire splits Young Disabled People into 6 impairment groups. Each impairment group has been carefully selected to align with specific Disability Sport Pathways. On page 2 you will find definitions for each of the 6 impairment groupings to help you include children that have a disability sport pathway. However, if you are unsure about the impairment category of a particular child, please use your best discretion to place the child in the appropriate impairment category.
Please note that young people with Moderate Learning Difficulties or Emotional Behavioural Difficulties alone should not be included in the survey.
Finally, if you have any questions about impairment groupings or anything else to do with the programme please contact your Partnership Development Manager. If they are unable to assist you, please call the English Federation of Disability Sport North East Manager, Patrick Bonner on 0191 334 7207

Yours sincerely,

Patrick Bonner

Impairment Group Definitions
Physical Disability (Ambulant Athletes)

This category is for athletes with a physical disability e.g. cerebral palsy, amputee or achondroplasia (dwarf). Athletes with a physical disability in this category will have reduced motor or functional ability of their legs, arms or both. These athletes will be able to jog or run, but with difficulty. Please note; this list of disabilities is not exhaustive and many other conditions may qualify. 
Physical Disability (Manual Wheelchair Users)

These athletes will have a confirmed physical disability and will use a wheelchair for sport. These athletes will have the ability to manually control a wheelchair for sport. Athletes should have at least a 10% loss of function of their lower limbs. (please use this percentage as a guide as it will be difficult to diagnose the actual amount of function loss unless this is already known). Some of the more common conditions which may result in individuals being eligible include: traumatic paraplegia and quadriplegia, spina bifida, poliomyelitis, amputees and cerebral palsy.

Severe Physical Disability (Uses Electric Wheelchair for sport)

Competitors will have greatly reduced function in most or all their limbs necessitating the use of an electric wheelchair. To illustrate, the physical ability of these athletes will not allow them to throw a shot or javelin or throw a basketball overhead. However, these athletes may be able to pick up and drop a small ball or control a small ball with the use of other body parts such as the head.
Severe learning Disability

This category is for athletes whose educational attainments do not exceed National Curriculum level 1 in the core subjects- English, Maths & Science at Key Stage 2 and National Curriculum level 2 at Key Stage 3/4. Athletes should have a confirmed IQ test score of 75 or below to be eligible for this category, however if an IQ score is not available please use the Key Stage guideline.

Visual Impairment / Blind
This category is for athletes with a confirmed visual impairment. To be included in this category athletes should have a maximum visual field of 20 degrees ‘and or’ a visual acuity measurement of 6/60 or less. NB: The visual field refers to the area an individual can see without moving their head or eyes. Visual field is measured in degrees and those with 20 degrees or less may access disability sport. Visual acuity refers to clarity of vision. Visual acuity is measured as a fraction and a person assessed as 6/6 is experiencing good quality sight. An assessment of 6/60 vision or less will enable an individual to access disability sport. This fraction means that at 6 metres, using their best correction, an individual is unable to see in either eye what a person with good quality sight can see at 60 metres.
Deaf / Hearing Impaired

This category is for athletes with a confirmed hearing impairment. Hearing impairment may range from a hearing loss of at least 55 dB in the better ear, right through to total deafness.
